Missio Nexus Workshop: Crossing Cultures – Redeeming Mankind 

Session 3: Crossing Cultures in the New Testament


New Testament Cultural Overview
1. The New Testament covers a period of nearly 100 years.
2.  Although numerous cultures are encountered, there was a veneer of Greco-Roman culture on top of the entire period.
3. Throughout the New Testament the Church was on the move. It was at the same time marching forward into new cultures and watching for the Lord’s return. 

Jesus’ Cross-Cultural Encounters      Matthew 15:24
“I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.”

Summary of Jesus’ Cross-cultural encounters

	Encounter
	Matthew
	Mark
	Luke
	John

	The Roman centurion
	 ✔
	
	✔
	

	The Syro-phoenician Canaanite woman
	✔
	✔
	
	

	The crowd from around Tyre and Sidon
	
	✔
	
	

	The Samaritan woman at the well
	
	
	
	✔

	Group of Greeks desire to meet Jesus
	
	
	
	✔

	The Roman governor, Pilate
	✔
	✔
	✔
	✔

	The Roman cohort who crucify him
	✔
	✔
	✔
	✔

	Encounter with Simon of Cyrene
	✔
	✔
	✔
	



Jesus’ main mission was to present himself as the Messiah to the Jews. In so doing he wasn’t being exclusive, but focused. 

Jesus and the Samaritan Woman: Contrasting Worldviews  John 4:1-43

1. Jesus’ strategy
2. Barriers to communication
3. Contrasting Worldviews
Throughout this series culture has been defined as:
	
The distinctive beliefs, values, and customs of a particular group of people that determines how they think, feel, and behave.




	
	Samaritan Woman
	Jesus

	



  Beliefs
(thinking)
	Appeals to the person of Jacob, her forefather, as authoritative (12)

Worship at a designated place was important (20)

Waiting for a coming Messiah (25)

She never mentions God

	Appeals to “the gift of God,” himself, as authoritative (10)

Worship in Spirit and truth was important (23)

He was the Messiah (26)

“God is Spirit” and “Father” (21-24)


	


  Values
(feelings)
	Natural water was important (11,13)


Outward act of worshipping at a historical location as important (20)

Future teaching of Messiah was valued (25)

	Living (eternal) water was more important (10,11)

Inward attitude of worshipping in Spirit and truth as vital (24)

Present teaching of Messiah was paramount (26)

	
 Customs
(behavior)
	Sexuality: Polyandry & Adulterer (18)

Religiously – worshiped on that mountain (20)
	Sexuality: Single & chaste 

Religiously – worshiped in Jerusalem (20)




      4. Transformed Worldview


Pontius Pilate: The Clueless Cross-Cultural Interrogator   John 18:28 – 19:16

       1. The gospel generally answers four key questions: 1) Who is Christ? 2) What has Christ done? 3) Why is Christ important? 4) How should we respond? Here, as recounted by John, are the seven questions Pilate put to Jesus during his interrogation:
1. The question of Jesus’ identity: 	        “Are you the King of the Jews” (18:33)
2. The question of Pilate’s identity:       “Am I a Jew?” (18:35)
3. The question of Jesus’ conduct: 	        “What have you done?” (18:35)
4. The question of Jesus’ position: 	        “So you are a king?” (18:37)
5. The question of reality: 		        “What is truth?” (18:38)
6. The question of Jesus’ origin:	        “Where are you from?” (19:9)
7. The question of authority: 	         “Do you not know that I have 
           authority to release you and      
           authority to crucify you? (19:10)
2.  It was imperative that Jesus die a bloody and gruesome death on our behalf. He took our sins upon himself so that we might live in newness of life. This is the gospel. This is the good news that all people, in every culture, in every age, in every place need to hear, accept, and believe. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Cross-Cultural Mission of the Church  Acts 1:8

1. The Means of Empowerment

2. The Means of a Strategic Plan
          A missiological parsing of Acts 1:8:

	Dynamic
	  Jerusalem and all Judea

	    and Samaria
	and to the end of the earth

	Ethnicity
	Their own people

	Mixture of Jew-Gentile
	Other peoples altogether

	Geography
	Their own capital city & regional identity
	Neighboring region
	Far-away places

	Language
	Their native language
       (difference in accent only)
	Different dialect
	Completely foreign language

	Culture
	Their own culture

	Slightly different culture
	Significantly different cultures

	Type of Evangelism
	E-1 Evangelism

	E-2 Evangelism
	E-3 Evangelism



3. The Means of Human Instrumentality 

Peter Crosses the Great Divide  Acts 10-11:18

1. Crossing the Great Divide: What Peter and his fellow believers needed to understand, and what all Christ followers today need to grasp as well, is that the gospel has no ethnic bounds. God has no ethnic favorites, nor preferred nationalities upon which he showers his grace. The gospel is for all peoples in all places at all times. 
2. Principles for Cross-cultural Evangelism:
a. A Prepared Heart
b. A Pre-ordained Engagement
c. A Prepared Mind
d. A Prescribed Location
e. A Precise Message
f. A Preferred Response

Contextualizing the Message: Paul in Athens   Acts 17:16-34
1. Paul’s contextualized message:

-He began with a cordial reference to the religious interest of his audience (verses 22-23). 
-He referenced their alter to the “Unknown God,” using it to bridge over into an explanation of who that God was
-Paul told of the need for a response
-He left the results to God (32-34).

2. Bedrock of cultural understanding (v26-27)

Here Paul affirms:
a. The origin of humankind: “he made.” 
b. The unity of the human race: “from one man.” 
c. The diversity of ethnicities: “every nation of mankind.” 
d. The diversity of human habitation: “to live on all the face of the earth.” 
e. The right to terrain. God has providentially given to men their geographic territory: “having determined allotted periods and the boundaries of their dwelling place.” 
f. God’s purpose: “that they should seek God, and perhaps feel their way toward him and find him.” 

Eternity: Doxological Diversity   Revelation 7:9-12

1. The Historical Context
2. All-Inclusive Worship
a. Diversity
b. Equality 
c. Harmony 
d. Unity 
e. Doxology

3. Doxological Diversity’s Ultimate Purpose
The unadulterated fellowship of man with his God, which was lost in the Garden of Eden, is restored. In unity, harmony, and equality mankind finally dwells peacefully together and corporately praises his Creator, as he was meant to. Cultural divisiveness is swallowed up in doxological unity. Man’s ultimate purpose for existing is achieved.
	
Representatives from every people, tribe, tongue and nation will join the heavenly host in reverent praise:
"Amen. Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving
and honor and power and might be to our God
forever and ever! Amen.”


Marvin Newell, Missio Nexus, February 2017
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